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Isaac Newton,
Principia 
mathematica,
1687

This copy 
owned and 
annotated by 
Newton and 
Edmund Halley 
(who paid for 
the printing)
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Sidereus nuncius

(“The starry 
messenger”)

Galileo Galilei

1610



Galileo’s little book, privately printed in an edition of a mere sixty copies in 1606, is now extremely rare.
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What’s next

Team Members:

Jenny Watts, Senior Curator for Library Special Projects
Dan Lewis, Dibner Senior Curator of the History of Science and Technology
Joel Klein, Molina Curator for the History of Science and Allied Sciences
Natalie Lawler, Assistant Curator for Library Special Projects
Cameron Robertson, Curatorial Assistant



Collections investigations



Advisory Committees and Input

Eight academic advisors from across the country: historians of astronomy, 
medicine, botany, astronomy, and technology, as well as working scientists in 
the biological sciences, astrophysics, and other specialists

Local and visiting scholars for individual meetings with the team

Listening sessions with Huntington Security, volunteers, staff, and others with 
long-standing interest and involvement with permanent exhibitions (most 
prominently, our Main Hall installation)

Local and national visitation to other history of science or science-center 
installations



Objects



Our greatest assets:

Money
Time

People with big brains
People with amazing design sensibilities

Formidable institutional support



Our great challenges:

Making a stable, inspirational, beautiful, long-
term exhibition – crafted to be understood and 

appreciated by broad audiences, hitting key 
topical notes, illustrating the Huntington’s 
collection strengths across divisions, and 

critiquing science at the same time as 
celebrating science – is

VERY DIFFICULT.
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